reactions have not been answered yet. However, these questions become increasingly pressing as citizens' dependency on scientific findings and technical innovations in everyday life steadily increases, and understanding of scientific processes becomes a prerequisite for individual science and technology-related attitude-formation and decision-making.
These and other research deficits have also been recognized by the German Research Foundation, which launched the Special Priority Program 1409 Science and the Public in 2009. This program has supported significant research efforts on the relationship between science and laypersons in psychology, communication research, linguistics, sociology and educational research over the last six years. This Special Issue is only one in a whole series of publications (see www.scienceandthepublic.de) summarizing the findings of this major research endeavor and linking it to current research in the international community. The present special issue presents a collection of works in communication research, dealing, among others, with the roles of scientists, the media, the lay public and online users in the public communication of scientific evidence. Readers also interested in perspectives of social, educational and cognitive psychology might be interested in the Special Issues of Educational Psychologist (2014, Volume 49) 
